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Belgium

Walloon 
Region

Flemish
Region Brussels 

Capital Region
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History of the EPB-regulations in 
Belgium

1985 (1/5) : 1st regulation in the Walloon Region

K70 or Be <500 (only dwellings)

1992 (1/9) : 1st regulation in the the Flemish region

K65 and U (only dwellings)

2000 (1/1) : 1st regulation in the the Brussels Capital region

K55/K65 and Umax (dwellings, offices and schools)

1996 (1/12) : 2nd regulation in the Walloon Region

K55/K65 or Be <450 and Umax + ventilation (dwellings, 
offices and schools)

K65 and Umax (only dwellings)

1993 (1/9) : Tightening in the the Flemish Region

K55 and Umax (only dwellings)

2002 (16/12) : EPBD

Walloon 
Region

Flemish
Region Brussels 

Capital Region

Belgium = 3 regions
 3 EPB regulations

2008 (1/9) : Extended insulation and ventilation in the Walloon
Region

2009 or 2010 : Full EPB-regulation  in the Walloon Region

2008 (2/7) : EPB-regulation in the Brussels Capital Region

2006 (1/1) : EPB-regulation in the Flemish Region
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140 Individual dwellings

Apartments

Study of buildings in the Flemish Region (Belgium)

SENVIVV study :

- mid 1990s

- 200 residential buildings
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Results for each period
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Past situation : Ventilation
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Priorities for new legislation

•Correct description of building 
performancesCorrect 

•Appropriate boundary conditions to 
movitate people

•Wrong declarations will be sanctioned

Correct 
information

•More attention to overall energy 
ticonsumption

•More attention to indoor climate 
conditions

•Performance based and stimulating 
innovation

Better 
procedures
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Challenges in terms of 
calculation procedures

1. Attention for total energy use (EPBD)

2 Attention for indoor climate ( IAQ )2. Attention for indoor climate (summer, IAQ, …)

3. Performance oriented procedures

4. Procedures in line with European standards

5. Principle of equivalence (stimulate innovation)5. Principle of equivalence (stimulate innovation)

6. Attention for quality of execution

7. Software

Belgian Building Research Institute

8. Management of complexity (many SMEs)

9. Concertation with the building sector

Challenges in terms of 
regulations and implementation

g

10. Working conditions of individual partners

11. Easy access to reliable product data

12. Realistic requirements (societal support)

13. Principle of equivalence – legal framework

14. Procedures allowing control

15. Effective control system

16. Awareness raising and training
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Framework for compliance and control

• You declare what has been done (no intentions!)

Declaration AFTER the works

• No discussions as far as administration is concerned

Very clear allocations of responsabilities

• No court involved, short procedure

Fine system managed by civil servants

Very clear rules for fines

• Very limited margin for interpretation

Very clear rules for fines

• Precise calculation procedures
• Approved database on product data

Clear rules

Belgian Building Research Institute

Framework for compliance and control
Essential element : consultation

A full involvement of stakeholders is very 
important

• ... To inform them of the objectives and 
envisaged approach

• ... To check if proposed procedures 
applicable and effective

• ... To optimise the procedures
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Compliance and control : fines

Various fines are possible :
 Not respecting the procedures : 

 delay, no EPB-declaration, incorrect EPB-y, ,
declaration,…

 Not fulfilling EP-requirements :
 Proportional to the difference between the 

real values and the EP-requirements
 Based on the EPB-declaration or on the on-

site control

Example :
Fine for not fulfilling Umax requirement : 60 €/(W/K)
- 90m² roof with U = 0.55 W/m²K 
- Umax = 0.3 W/m²K
 Fine = 90 x (0.55 – 0.3) x 60 = 1350 €
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Conclusions

1. Primary aim of (energy) regulations is to 
improve the performances of the building 
t kstock

2. It is in many countries not evident to 
assume that legislation is automatically 
respected (a lot of information in ASIEPI)

3. Large variation between European countries
4. The Belgian approach is characterised by a 

specific focus on achieving correct 
performance declarations

Belgian Building Research Institute

Thank you for your attention!

Questions?Questions?
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